P ) - -+, ] statements I have just read to you, I cane,

¥ "First Director of Agency' frnot predgict. .. S

: i : : . I} " “ALL I CAN SAY is that at any particus;

g r Provided Informati o1, ‘| lar time we will have a plan to respond to,

I EERS . . o -k our best estimate of their actions, and we:

. 1i.Not Decisions on Policy =] wil medity that plan when we see indica-’

EE IWTREE tions that they are changing their own"} .
, ¥ . By RICHARD DUDMAN - pians,
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* “Well, a little' bit of both, I think, The)
situation is changing, And as it changes!?
we mugt change our plans. At any given:
time, wé' assign forces to South Vier Nam? ‘ -
“in relation to a military plan that has been? L : ‘

) @ / EE %; 7 97 7] established and approved by the appropris’
i : ar ’ ﬂm ‘] ate constitutional authorities! That plan res«;
- . ! "] mains in effect, and we supply forces in!
I PR ‘ :--d] accordance -with it wuntil the situation®
3 changes:

. “Changes in the situation are beyond our”
What action the North Viet Name,
esa will take in accordance with thesa:

"V Robert S, McNamara has built alf

: l-comm‘itment of substantially more Ameris

£

A Washington Correspondent of the -

k
}
|
| Post-Dispatch

WASHINGTON, July 17
SECRETARY OF DE F E N-S-E

W

I  -attack. . ,
Conversations with many military men

on the scene a few mcaths ago indicated

reputation for having a factual an-lf. that other American estimates are being
i swer for every question. He willlf revised. — ° o
{ : 4 . "M There is a growing view that the United
: re..tum to Washington in a few days’.States has been underestimating the stamis
1 with some new factual answers onlf na of the Viet Cong and its ability to come
Viet Nam, '

[ mand support in the countryside.
. He hinted at some of the answers beforel]. On the other side of the equation, the
- leaving Wednesday with Ambassador Hen

|- view is growing that too much has been

1y Cabot Lodge, on his sixta trip to Saigon' expec'lt.ed Pf- the Sou’th-Vxet_' .Na-mesel gorces
—probable mcbilization of reserves, large —their willingness and ability to fight, to

. Sl Jes ulti :

. draft calls, extension of enlistments of]} eam and to cultivate the support of :tha

; umen on active duty, and additions this yea

' Viet Namese people.
i ‘to the military budget. ‘ ' An American general, returning home aft-
President Lyndon B, Johlinson has al

,er @ tour of duty in Viet Nam, ridiculed
| ready forccast “new and serious decisions”j{; i Private conversation the performance of
bin the war in Viet Nam, dncluding -tha

i
]
l

Vint Namese troops at all levels in fighting
« for their country,
; can fighting men, The President said thaf} = In shont, there has been a growing belief
{ he would be in a better position to decide][: by American . military men that the. Viet.
¢ how many after McNamara and Lodgg|' Namese are not willing or able to-fight
. have returned. : “their own war  effectively and that the
.. HOW MANY AMERICAN troops will if|f United States must do it for them,
“.take to win the war in Viet Nam? In contrast to that view, McNamara has
" An official who has watched the war exdl: been telling Representatives and .Senators
pand in the last.four years says: “McNad| that thce Vier Namese can handle the situ-
! ‘mara's successive answers to thatquesf|’ ation with.a moderate amount of American
“tion have been the story of the buildup of|; help. He has been’advising them to wait
American forces in Viet Nam. He said| until the monsoon season is over in Octos
" 12,000 would do it, then 16,000, then 24,00f] Der: if the Viet Cong can be held back until
then 40,600, and now it's up to 200,000.” [-then, .there ovght to be an upturn. - .
The buildup now has reached 71,000, wi MeNAMARA HAS BEEN & strong advos
: the announced strength by the end of thi§] cate of bombing selected targets in North
month set at about 83,000, Officials-herg] Viet Nam in an effort to persuade Hanoi to
and in Saigon have been speaking for sev| i call off the war in the south, =
| eral wecks of a total of several hundred| - But” hevis’ understood to-have resisted
- thousand by the end of the year, - - ‘|J pressure to bomb targets in the immediate
MeNamara was asked at his press con ]’Ha-noi area. It is understood, further, that
" ference Wednesday what method he used t¢], McNamara pressed hard for a “diplomatic
decide on increases. Had he estimated fulf! initiative’ to accompany the new bombing
ture needs

PPN

time to time as news of the fighting cam{{ sions.” Secretary of State Dean Rusk is -
S, a, o Cvasitde oot o4 v [||inderstéod to have Gpposed the blfers .

McNamara's explanation put changes in)
} the war in terms of changes in enemy ) X ‘
il plans—increased infiltration from North erate, in uint with his doctrine of “cone’
' Viet Nam and more aggressive patterns of ; trolled response.” He has been quoted as '

fare resds et e ser oty M SR IR S Mo dbizond

" McNamara's_position is relatively mods:

\ saying that retaliation for its own sake is
" drrational, that it should be selective and
{ contolled—"'an eye ‘for an eye, a tooth.
! for a tooth, a Minsk for' 2 Hartford.” BE
! Other high officials have been calling for
! ¢an eye for a tooth.,” = |
The new director of the Central Intelli- 4
gence Agency, William F, Raborn Jr., has
|-already become known as one wha presses:
jdor a massive military response. He i3
| suid to have been the first to urge President
!"Tohnson to send a big force to the Dominis
) can Republic.” :
A SOURCE FAMILIAR with recent policy
. discussiens on Viet Nam quotes Rabornas " |
‘:.ﬁadvocmting “a Rotterdam policygdeéision on what willbe
%in the north and a Dominicanshape of the war. )
Apolicy in the south.” By that, IT STILL IS a sharply lin
(»"Ra‘bom said that he meant thefoperation. The United §
saturation bombing of Hanoi and|will have only 36,500 co
! the dispatch 1o South Viet Namy'troops in Viet Nam by the
of five times as many troops as’of July, compared to more
seemed necessary. 300,000 in Korea at the pea
The CIA and Defense Depaitd that war. )
ments have increased their ind Despite Rusk’s statement
1 fluence in strategy discussions if§ Sunday that “the idea of sa
{ pecent years, informed officialy ary is dead” in the Viet Na
7 say. They attribute this developé war,’ Americun bombers
i"ment to a reluctance by Secred avoid targets in Novth Viet
" tary Rusk to initiate policies or, where Russian or Chincse t
! take strong positions. “ gre stationed. House Repub
% Sidney W. Souers, who helped: leaders have been urging @
Jorganize the CIA and was its to this restriction. )
i first director, steadfastly refused’  Senator Robert F. X
{frequests from President _Harry! f}l)).em.), I}:Ie}v York;e;:mlcd g
S Truman that he scttle differ. this Week ior a reiurd %9
ences among cabinet mem,.sh-oounwmnsurger;‘cy Pmti)m
Souers contended that his func- }e}lopeg “’;{de" B de late 3 res)
tion was o provide information, b° “‘b "4 en(r;e y and no
as a basis for policy, not to out abandoned. -
make policy or tamry it ouf. 4 TWe c?nno;_‘wm """'c
 The approaching decisions on| Military lorce—<or cﬁ“‘“ '
Hhe reserves, the drafts, the tours; {ill empty stomachs, d"{:
1061 600669 and the con-‘% cannot cure the s§ck. an b
tinulng buildup of forces In Viet; Sapnof teach & child to redd
ain ‘e ali-facets of . Jarger] 32id in a specch last B
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